S50 How’d We Get

n 1960, realizing that Greely Institute and the “50s Wing” would soon need to be replaced, Cumberland began planning for
a new high school. But MSAD51 was not yet formed, so the architect’s renderings of the proposed high school were titled
“Cumberland High School.” Construction of the first wing of the new Cumberland school was started in 1961.

InMay 1965, the now expanded school was nearly ready to be occupied by high school students. The Cumberland
Superintending School Committee announced that the school would be named Cumberland High School “Because
the high school is entirely new, the name should be new and point to the future,” |
said Committee President David Williams. The Committee further suggested the
name Greely should remain with the building originally given by Eliphalet Greely
in 1868, which would soon be occupied by junior high students.

Eliphalet

An uproar ensued. Greely Alumni Association President Donald Drew stated “To the Alumni, Greely
means more than a building. It stands for high school days.” At their annual meeting the alumni group
voted to protest the name change, and 150 members sent
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agreed to continue as Greely Institute until the question could
be settled at the March 1966 Cumberland town meeting. By then, Cumberland and I 1965, as high schoo
North Yarmouth had formed MSAD51, and ultimately the new Board of Directors  students were about to move
adopted the names Greely High School and Greely Junior High School. out of Greely Institute into

a new school, it seemed that
the annual Memorial Day
ceremony to honor founder
Eliphalet Greely might be
coming to an end, as high
school students would no
longer be in the original

building.

Since class rings were
ordered at the end of
freshman year, ‘68 grads
have rings that say
Greely Institute, even
though the name was
changed in 1966.

WHY WE ARE THE “RANGERS”
EIGHT MILES WEST OF OMAHA BEACH, SOLDIERS FROM THE
AMERICAN SECOND RANGER BATTALION SCALED THE CLIFFS
OF POINTE DU HOC, FRANCE, ON THE MORNING OF JUNE 6,
1944. BY THE END OF THE DAY, THE RANGERS HAD BECOME
THE FIRST OF THE AMERICAN FORCES TO ACCOMPLISH THEIR

U-DAY MISSION BY DISABLING THE SIX 155 MM GERMAN GUNS
'HAT WERE TRAINED ON UTAH BEACH.

ACCORDING TO LINWOOD CRANDALL, PRINCIPAL IN 1949, IT

WAS TIME TO NAME GREELY INSTITUTE'S ATHLETIC TEAMS.
“TBALL COACH AND TEACHER, INTO SOUMI, SUGGESTED
NSTITUTE LOOK TO THE HEROES OF WORLD WAR 1l FOR
RATION. AFTER HEARING THE STORY OF THE ASSAULT

ON POINTE DU HOC, GREELY INSTITUTE CHOSE THE RANGER
A3 ITS MASCOT.

N WHATEVER WE DO, MAY WE ALWAYS REMEMBER THE
RANGER MOTTO: “RANGERS LEAD THE WAY."

| GIFT OF THE CLASS OF 2005

Tough Going—But Yank Rangers Make It

The Greely Ranger continues
to be the official school mascot,
although during “Maydigras”
spring celebrations in the 1960s
there were a few mascot wannabes!
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